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Print

Chicago Tribune — February 2

4 .
“South African singers' message, music inspire Chicago students” ([[lll'agﬂ El'lhlmk‘

Belleville News Democrat — February 6

bellevillenewsdemocrat

“Apartheid revisited...”

St. Louis Post-Dispatch — February 7

ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH
“East St. Louis' visible poverty shocks South African singer”
Hyde Park Herald — February 7 H
YDE PARK]]
“Kenwood hosts freedom singers” ERALD

Chicago Defender — February 8

IDEFENDER

Radio

o

WBBM-AM 780 Chicago — February 1 WBBM® -"'.‘.Chic'ago:-;

South African Singers Perform At CPS Event

WBEZ-FM 91.5 Chicago — February 2 U B L
Performance on “Radio M”
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Television

ABC 7 (WLS-TV) Chicago - February 1

Coverage of Kenwood HS Visit

FOX 32 (WFLD-TV) Chicago — February 3

Coverage of Kenwood HS Visit

NBC 5 (KSDK-TV) St. Louis — February 6 E de k.Cﬂm

Coverage of East St. Louis HS Visit
NEWS & 24/7
INFORMATION

CBS 4 (KMOV-TV) St. Louis — February 6
Coverage of East St. Louis HS Visit

FOX 2 (KTVI-TV) St. Louis — February 6
Coverage of East St. Louis HS Visit

WGN Morning News (WGN-TV) Chicago — February 8

Performances & Interview

CBS 2 (WBBM-TV) Chicago — February 8 02 -
Coverage of Shorewood Bank Concert CRSLCINCE g:
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Television (cont.)

Chicago Tonight (WTTW-TV) Chicago — February 14 m I I

Chicago Access Network Television (CAN TV) — TBA

CANTV

19, &1, 7. 36, 92

CPS Right Now! — March 7 Cable Channel 49

District 299 Chicago Public Schools Blog — January 30 . .
http://district299.typepad.com/district299 Dl st rl Ct 2 9 9

Mike Klonsky’s Small Talk

http://blog.360.yahoo.com/blog-6z61hP08cgXp9kishYQPv87gCfJyFg-- S m a I l T a I k

?2cq=1&p=1075
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South African singers' message, music inspire Chicago students
By Michelle S. Keller

Tribune staT reparer

February 2, 2007

The counds of Sorh A frican freedons somgs filked the audiorin ar Kenwood Academy High Schonl Thorsday as
v forme e polincal prsnne s shared heir sTores Wit srdants through mnsice.

The perrommance by the Robben Islend Singers--Muntu Nxumalo. Thembinkosi Sithole and Grant Shezi—-i= port of
Chicapo Publiz Schools recognition of Rlack Histoey Month The schools adminisiraors, inclnding CEO Ame
1J1nean, A naad e 2vent at he Nouth Seke mannat schonl.

Thee group, which is neanwd Dor e prisca whee fomeaer South Adrican Presideot Nelson Mandela spenl veurs for bis
oppositon to apartheid. is touring :chools throughout Tlinois over the next tvo week:.

Theu vist s betng Llieed by Groundswell Educalional Filins and will b tumed mito a docurkntary,

Atter their performance, the singers told student: sbout their fight far [iteration in a country that has cnly recentdy
diseardad the vell of sysematic sepregation.

For meny swdents al e predeminandy Adicun-Ansenican high scheel, te pertommanee snd te discussion were a
unique way o link histoey ond song through the eves of pecple who experienced the hardships of apatheid.

"W leaenad about s smirtin WSty Butm mear people wha acneally went thrangh i w's Lind afamazing " an
sennor Shaedee Manuel, 1Y whe sang with the Kebben Lland Smgers a- porl ol te schoel's coneert chor,

The ingers ervphasized the inpomance of Feing palincally aware and fighiing against inepualiry and injusrice

T s g very nteal wee dor hugh school kid=, —awd Sabeke, 00T hey are wlnest wl e crosstouds o trer bves. My
messuge sanply s, koow your world, know your place il end vddress e coneens il You have o responsibility
as & young persen to look at the situation and do zomething about it

GROWINg Up (0 A black-only 1ownship 1n South Alnca, SUNok Was suck ¢arty on by Me StEry nequaliny m s
conntry,

*Lavtnrundensmand 35 o vanng bl why we wene nat 2liowesd 10 swim where e whnes wene 2llewsd 1 swim.® Sobake sart, "Wy weren't we
Allewed 3 swim where iFis beauntal and niee®

He vined 1the anti-apanthed reyemenr o pe IS Sihele was l?'.\‘ﬂlllll"}' arresed andd spror ool of nne years imprseasd an Kebben lsand.

Kemweed Prncipal Hhzabeth Ky soid nowss arpenann ot the singers shared thea sary wirh e smdenes so ot 1he (essans and smaggbes o
10 [AST WSS NOF [0SF 00 TIINE DONemTanS,

Tas generanens ane ey s s eanneetian 10 pasrhiseey.® Koty sad Younger paapke may non baooe whit nomeally ireans mosacnhor year
Iitee*
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Studen! kaders A Kenwond, 5015 5. Blackskare A, shared teir own steekes aboul chalkoges in el neighbeciioods and hew b enccunige
allies keosooveed aeademically.

*Tez et ez prestichous ieighberiood,” said junior Chiarkes Menick, e, whe ves i Nonh Dawndole, "1z e whial vou woukd meebe call
b neighborheed . So ey singers were o real inspiraticn. Their seogs signily bope !

NMeerrick is parl ol siodent-bd menkanng group 2 Kenwood calkad e Brotbeoinod, wieee clder high school bovs lokr veanger studenls,
*The purpese of veur songs,” he ok e singen, " il cckedivs ceerething Gl our group is 2beat!”

Laer, U singers discussed Dow B coubd ke wiod they Tod learned ol Kenweed heee g Sea Alice. Nxurmako, 49, wikeis Qe cizdnmen of
Hiis childheed vewnship's cducativn beand, said e was inspired by ow stodeats had feonded Cuks v help cach ether suecead

"W stil] have b e seeme innediake chadlenees, such oo geiling Jean drinking woder s clecuiaity nrunl acas,” Naursaho sud . Bul seemed sy,
s o s kesscns will help us oul”
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bellevillenewsdemocrat

Apartheid revisited ...

West students hear 3 S. Africans recall struggle they faced

BY RAMONA CURTIS
News-Democrat

BELLEVILLE - The Robben
Island Singers’ struggle for
freedom began when the
three men were the same age
as the Belleville West High
School students they met with
on Monday.

"You are atan age when you
will reach a turning pointin
your life,” Grant Shezi told the
auditorium of juniors and
seniors. "The struggles that
we chose at your age Zia Nizami/News-Democrat
determined our destiny.” From left, Robben Island Singers Thembinkosi Sithole,
Grant Shezi and Muntu Nxumalo perform at Belleville West.
= & Video: The Robben Island singers in concert

= Group stresses literacy to black youths

Shezi, Muntu Nxumalo and
Thembinkosi Sithole are
former African National
Congress freedom fighters
who each spent more than a decade in the infamous Robben Island Prison, along with
Nelson Mandela, as a result of their resistance to the racist South African apartheid
system. They were freed in 1976 when apartheid ended.

Monday's stop at Belleville West was part of the singing group's two-week tour of
American schools in an effort to entertain, inspire and educate. Before the group began
their performance of folk and fight songs rendered in rich, three-part harmony, they sat
down to talk to the students about their past endeavors and future hopes.
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The hrez men, all rom the segregaled lewnship of Durbin, lalked aboul their
impoverished childhood and the separate but urequal conditions between tha
privileged white minoriyy population and “he oppressed ma ority black population.

"We would Izavz home for school with nc focd ir our belly,” Shazi 3aic. "The school is
vary far and thee was no money fo buy food We would walk fcr miles to schcol
bare‘oot ... These are the things we would question. We asked, Why was this
hapgening?

Nxumalo said his father, a Baptistmirister, was treaed differently than the otrer Bap:ist
ministerin the township, who waswhte.

"Fvery g ft we were given had o gn through the mission saciety ™ he said "One time onr
church was given a car because my father would ride a bike. We never gctit. Whzan he
asked abou: it, they said, What's wrong with a bi<e?™

He told the students abouttimes when th2 white pol ce would raid their hcme in the
middle of the night warting to <now how many pzople were sleeping in the home. Any
“unaJithorized™ visitors would be ramoved.

"The corditions we-e so unbearable, there were notany options™ Nxumalo said cf his
decisionto join the ANC althe ag2 of 15."Ycu only had two choices, submit cr fight. So
| chose  fighl. ' could holsubmillo this l2rrible silualion.”

The fighfing led to imprisonment in Robbzn Islard. I: was there that they endured
isolation, loneliness, beatings and hunger strikes. They were nat allowed to read or
given any pape” on which to write.

"llearned the needto rzad is as powerful as the need tc eal,” Sithcle said reminding
the students of the value o* educatlon.

But cut cf th2 despair came the singirg.
"We wers not musicians, but the music kept us going,” Nxumalo said.

And ‘he concertperformed in both English and Zulu shcwed th2 students how that
music kept them going. Aftzr the students gave the gcroup a standirg ovation, they sad
they lnn were mativated
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"Getting peoole to come in and tell us abott their straggles, its really inspiring,” said
Vicioria 1hompson, a 16-year-old jurior. "We jusitocus on Amencan history and
Eurvpear hisloy. We don’l earn abcul Alrica, the Middle Easl o even China. So many
conflicts can be avoided if we start to learn about other cultures. It's crucial to being a
global citizen.”

The students in the enthralled audience wanted to know how dificult it was to leavz
their families ard what their prison experience was like. Tyra Garret, 2 1€-year-olc
junior, askec thz men if the struggle was worth it.

"It was a positivz tring that you know that when there was a need fcr change inthe
country, | stood up and that ' have not disgraced my family by being a coward o looking
the other way,” said Sithole. "As soor ac | mace the decision to fght aparihe d, 'was
free ™

Contact repcrter Ramona Curtis at rcurtis@bnd.com or call 239-2501.
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ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

East St. Louis’ visible poverty shocks South African singer
Ey Angie Leventis

ST.LCUIS POST-DISPATCH

02/07/2007

East St. Louis — As a child,
Muntu Nxamalo was told his sir
was his colo”.

The formmer Soulh Africzn pol lical
prisoner wasn'tallowed atthe
nice beaches, the good stores
and the beautifal neighcorhoods
because he was tlack. He was
beatsn ard tortured foropposing
apartheid as a :eenager and
spent 13 yezrs at Robben Island
Prisan with civi rights leader
Nelsan Mandela

Muntu Nxumalo (ight),49, anc Gran: Shez (left),50, members of the Through strugale and convicion,

Robber Isand Sngers peform and imgrotu sng-along with tre he helpec change the direction

East St Lculs Gospal Cholr. 2 ;

{Davwn MajorsP-D) of his country. The. system of
segregation fel’; his leade- was

ultimalely eleced presdentand awardzd the Nobel 2eace Priz2.

“You can determine your ‘ate,” he told a class of h story students a: East St Louis High
School on luesday. "Education withoul assisting your community IS € usel2ss application.”

Atan all-school assembly, Nxumalo, 49, and his fellow ex-politica prisoners
Thembinkosi Sithole, 50, and Grant Shezi, 50, performed harmonies in English
and Zulu ckronicling their struggle. Then thay want to classrooms and jgave an
oral history lesson through personal accounts o life under apartheid.

The former African National Congress reedom fighters, called the Robben Island
Singers, are sharing their stories Lty performing songs and hosting class
discussions at schocls th-oughoutlllinois ir honor of Black History Month.

East St Louis students gasped at grapnic descr ptions oftorture, and Nxumalo
gently reminded them that he was about their age when he entered the fight for
equalily. He encourzged them Lo strive [or juslioz in Iheirown communily
through political organization, volunteering and the arts.
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It was the trio's first tire in the city of about 32,000 people. They were
struck by similarities between Eas! St. Lcuis ard thei- homeland, Durban, Sotth

Africa.

East St. Louis is abou: 98 percent alack and surrounded by more wealthy,
predominantly white communities. Nxumralo remarked on the pocr roads, run-down
housing and abandored neighborhoods.

"It surpris2d me that America has <o much money, s¢c many dollars,” he said. 'l
was shocked. How should itbe like this?"

Principal Terrerce Curry said his students need this nessage on overcoming
obstacles because they will likely encounter more than other teens. People wll
hear where they're from and judge them. They mighthave to work twice as hard

in college or joks to transcend stereotypes.

"There ar2 goin] to be the same siruggles in life,” he said. "But if you
persevere and work hard, you can overcome these obstaclas. Thay are getting a

message of hoge.”
Ebony Miller, 17, was moved.

"We should know about the struggles in Africa,” she said. "We should know where
we come from.”

The Robben Island Singers, in turn, were touched by a reminder of home when
they saw Nelson Mandela Elementary School on a cty tour.

Sithole wants to photcgraph the building beforz leav ng to show people back
home how theirleader has touched the internstional community, how their werk
has permanenthonoroceans away.

“There is no joy above the joy of organizng with others,” he said. "You need
to co beyond ycurself Think of other people and how you can benefit the
sodiely daround you.”
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HYDE PARKHERALD

Kenwood hosts freedom singers

By KALARI GIRTLEY
Contrnibutor

The Chicage Public  Schools
kicked oft Black History Month al
Kenwood Academy High School
last week hosting the Robben Island
Singers, who were political prison-
ers under apartheid in South Africa

Having been imprisoned with
Nelson Mandela before he hecame
South Afrca’s first black president,
the Robben Island Singers shared
their experiences of living through.
protesting andl surviving the brutal
realitics of their couniry’s  racist

past.
As part of their hirst visil (o
Chicago  schools. Kenwood

Academy, SO15 S. Blackstone Ave.
was their third stop on a five-school
tour. Kenwood Principal Elizabeth
Kirby said the event was a once-in-
a-lifetime opporunity for students
to meet in person people who strug-
gled under govermment-sponsored
segregation

“We talk about Black History
Month and celebrate what people
have done. These are living {leg-
endds) and real examples of gentle-
men who have given up their lives to
the struggle to end apartheid,” Kirby
said.

The group sings about the move-
ment 1o stop apartheid, which ended
in 1994, Before cach song the mem-
bers would explain to the crowd the

importance of their fight.

Girant Shezi, a member of the
group since s start in 1997, said he
loved performing Tor the studerts
because he was around their age
when he decided to join the mowe-
ment. "I find this very encouraging
because I'm (educating the si-
dents),” Shezi. SO, saul.

Shezi said he shares the same
songs he sang while both in prison
and in exile. “People could not stan

Owen M. Lawson, 11
The South African group, the Robben Island Singers, performed
at Kenwood Academy last week.

their own businesses,” Shezi said of
apartheid. “Black Africans were
oppressed in all areas of life and it
was this that sparked the uprising.”

One of the Kenwod students in
the audience. Selenia Caraveo, said
the performance inspired her “'I like
that they are fighters, and they don’t
stop.” Caraveo, 17, said.

The Robben Island Singers also
performed at ShoreBank, 4659 S.
Cottage Grove Ave.
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IDEFENDER

Motheland Music - If you're around 47th and Drexel Blvd. this
evening and hear sounds from "the motherland," it's the Robben
Island Singers of South Africa (a film and concert project)
performing at ShoreBank's Kenwood branch. The free concert
begins at 6:30 p.m.

Through stories, songs, film clips and Q&A, three ex-political
prisoners from South Africa's struggle to end apartheid engage
audiences in their incredible journeys and the process they are
using to make a documentary film. From growing up in the
townships, to armed struggle, torture and imprisonment on an
island with Nelson Mandela, to the harmonies that fed their
spirits in the cells and carries them forward, The Robben Island
Singers open a window into the lives of former soldiers who now
struggle to build a better future and just society in a new South
Africa. Listen up!

District 299 Chicago Public Schools Blog

The inside scocp on Chicago schools -~ all day, every cay.

JANUARY 30, 2007
I Mandela Mates Come To CPS High Schools

Ihree tormer Erison mates of Nelsoy Mandela ar2 visiing
Chicagc public hich schools and t2lling stories and sinZing
songs from the strugale to end aparthaid a< part of a new
collabo ation with G oundswel. Educational Filme.

Studenis and faculty prepare for the viskt and conrect the
South African strugg.e to tha critical issues of our tima through P

a discussion uide and DVD with short segm2nts of an upcoming ?
feature documentary film called "The Rcbben Island Sinzers™.

For more information a>out Groundswell Educational Film’s Global Education Program
and The Robben Island Sigers Fium & Concert Project, contact Jennifer Amdur Spilz
at 773-975-1245 or go to to www.robbenislandsincers.com to see video of the Singers.
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Small Talk

Freedom songs from Robben Island to Chicago
[ Update]

[M Klonsky pir]

Februarv 2nd
'Best assembly ever' --Kenwood Academy Kids

The Robben Island Singers' Chizago tour is starting tc get some press. Check out
the coverage in today's Tribune and this reporton WBBM radio. Iwatchec the
singers completely capture the Kids at Kenwood Academy yesterday. When one of
the former prisoners wlc about how their hunger for things to read led them to
smuggle books anc newspzpers into the cells, evervone in the audience was focused.
Later the auditorium erupted In song. This Is what teaching, /learning Is supposad 10
look like.



The Robben Island Singers Selected Media Coverage Report

‘This was sent to me by Diane Fager at CPS, who was one of the
event's key organizers:

After the ussemblies and medic siyjf, they did a Q&A witle student
leaders m a g cwrcle. increcible.... ther the Kobben 1sland Sirngers
were with the choir. the choir sang incradibly deautiful songs to them
andvice versa. at the end, the RES. per the request of the choir
director taught them the African National Anthem. They all practiced
Jor about 15 minutes. Then the chotr, with the RIS, stcod up and gave
the African Narional Anthem salute, (right Fandin a fist and Feld up
ro our shoulder), and sang the anrhem.rogether . I trvely had gocse
bumps all overme and tears in my 2y2s; it was s> moving. Ths has
turned out better than any of us coula have imagined and it is dbecause
af'the RIS: all of the havd work done Fay the sehnals and
Jeff/Jennifer [Spitz]: and embracing the smail schools' philosopy-
(to the best of my unsophisticated knowledge of smal'
schwois/Dewey/Freireun philosopu: Teurn by doing: tearnt from the
pont ofreference of where the student s at and what 1s relevent from
his/her experience and then move from there; close inter-action and
group lemming between teachers, cdministrators and students;
ircorporace the arts end other innovative forms of expression to
biring thz experience home; and Izt everyone be the teachers and the
students including the administrators, the outside people. the
reachers and most tmporrantly the students The Kids sald thar it was
the "best assembly that Kemwooa H.S. every had'.



