Small Talk

Freedom songs from Robben Island to Chicago
[ Update]

[M Klanchky pir]

Februarv and
'Best assembly ever' --Kenwood Academy Kids

The Robben Island Singers' Chizago tour is starting tc get some press. Check out
the coverage in today’s Tribune and this report on WBBEM radio. I watchec the
singers completely capture the Kids at Kenwood Academy vesterday. When one of
the former prisoners wlc about how their hunger for things to read led them to
smuggle books eénc newspapers into the cells, evervone in the audience was focused.
Later the auditorium erupted In song. This Is what reaching;learning Is supposad 10
look like.



‘This was sent to me by Diane Fager at CPS, who was one of the
event's key organizers:

After the usszmblies and medic sojf, ey did o Q&A witlistudent
leaders m a g cwrcle. increchble.... ther the Kobben island Sirgers
were with the choir. the choir sang incredibly dbeautiful songs 1o them
and vice versa. at the end, the RES, per the request of the choir
director, taught them the African National Anthem. They all practiced
Jfor about 15 minutes. Then the chotr, with the RIS, stcod up and gave
the African Narional Anthem salute, (right Fandin a fist and feld up
ro our shoulder), and sang the onrhem.rogether . I trvely had gocse
bumps all over me and tears in my 2y2s; it was s> moving. Ths has
turned out better thar any of us could have imagined and it is because
nf the RIS; all of the hiord 1ork done Fay the sehnals and
Jeff/Jennifer [Spitz]: and embracing the smail schools' philosopy-
(to the bes! of my unsophisticated knowledge of smal'
schwvis/Dewey/Freireun plilosopu: Teurn by doing: tewrn from the
pnnt ofreference of where the student 1s at and what 1s relevent from
his/her experience and then move from there; close inter-action ard
group learning between teachers, cdministrators and students;
incorporare the arts end other innovative forms of expression to
bring thz experience home: and I2t cveryonce be the teachers and the
students including the administrators, the outside people, the
reachers and most imporrantly the students The Kids safd rhar it was
the "best assembly that Kemrooa H.S. every had”.



